BOOK REVIEWS the text is better organized and the print clearer when compared with the first edition. There is an abundance of useful references and tables. The typographical errors are minimal. The book is well bound with an attractively designed hard cover.
an excellent background to the later discussion of local anaesthetic techniques. The local versus general anaesthesia debate is well summarized in Chapter 7 with a balanced discussion of the pros and cons and review of patient and medical considerations. The authors appear to be rather biased against the use of sedation in conjunction with local anaesthesia, but it is important to clearly indicate the limitations and dangers of combined techniques as is done several times in the book. Chapter 9, on general anaesthesia, provides an excellent consideration of preoperative risk factors, the role of the laryngeal mask airway, the management of extubation and the treatment of postoperative nausea and vomiting. We suggest that exam candidates will find chapters 7 and 9 very helpful and hope that they will not limit their reading of this book only to the descriptions of peribulbar and retrobulbar anaesthesia. The book has 27 chapters starting with the historical development and role of monitoring, data collection and simple processing by computers and the hazards of monitoring. This is followed by individual chapters dealing with measurement of the ECG, blood pressures, cardiac output, gas flows, gas and vapour analysis, pulse oximetry, echocardiography, blood gases and body chemistry. Monitoring the central nervous system, neuromuscular blockade and temperature follow. The final few chapters deal with haemostasis, recovery from anaesthesia, monitoring a mother and baby, monitoring of paediatric patients and patients in radiology, cardiac catheterization and radiotherapy.
I compliment the chapter authors as they have achieved the editors' aim of including the basic physiology, the measurement principles and description of the actual devices available. This approach is
